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For locations, please contact any 
board member. 

 

Everyone is  
welcome! 

On July 1, 2011, LA YMF headed downtown to 
explore the ñLast of the Great Railway Stations:ò 
Union Station. The day started off with a short 
trip on the Metro Red Line from Union Station to 
Civic Center Station and back. Our volunteer 
tour guide explained to us that many Angelinos 
had no idea that a subway even existed in Los 
Angeles! As we soon found out though, there is 
a lot more to Metro than just the subways and 
buses.  

 

As we continued with the walking tour, our guide 
proceeded to point out the tremendous artwork 
scattered among the Metro Station. The art is 
intended to create a sense of place and engage 
transit riders. In addition to some gorgeous ar-
chitecture, we saw numerous paintings and 
sculptures among many other pieces. One of the 
favorites was an unsuspecting ñlightstickò piece 
at Union Station with hidden images that can 
only be seen by some. 

 

After the walking tour, our guide brought us up to 
the Metro Board Room and fielded some ques-
tions from the YMF attendees. He responded 
about some of the future plans Metro envisions 
which includes expanding and also the obstacles 
Metro must overcome to reach their ultimate 
goal.  

  

The tour concluded with a presentation from Cris 
Liban, Metroôs Environmental Compliance & 
Service Manager and a fellow ASCE member. 
Cris presented on the sustainability and preser-
vation aspects of Metro. One of the topics dis-
cussed included Los Angelesôs 100% green fleet 
of CNG buses (the second largest fleet in the 
Nation)! Additional topics Cris presented were 
the expansion of the transit system and uses of 
renewable energy.   

 

After the tours, a group of us grabbed some 
lunch at Philippeôs. The day was yet another fun 
and successful event with LA YMF. 
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Presidentõs Message 

 

Welcome to a New Year fellow engineers!  My name is Helio Takano and I will be serving as 

your new President of the San Bernardino-Riverside Younger Member Forum.  I would like 

to thank last yearôs President, Robert Vasquez, for an outstanding job.  We have a great 

year ahead of us with lots of activities planned including topics in the different disciplines 

within the Civil Engineering fields, technical tours, social activities, and community outreach.  

Our chapter has been successful in the previous years because of the great involvement of 

the board and its members.  I look forward to meeting all of you new and old members and I 

want to thank all the new board members for volunteering for this New Year. 

 
Helio Takano, P.E. 
2011-2012 ASCE SB/R YMF President 

Itõs Time for Dodger Baseball! 
By: Julianna Gonzalez and Omar Sanchez  
 

On July 30th The Dodgers and the Arizona Diamondbacks found out that Civil Engineers Rock!  The San 
Bernardino/Riverside and Los Angeles YMFs carried out another fabulous event under the sun surrounded 
by civil engineers, and lots of food shared by everyone. No doubt it was a great day. 
 

This year, the menu consisted of bratwursts that ranged in the spicy to sweet flavors, veggie dogs, fruit, 
amazing deserts, tasty salads, and ice-cold refreshments to alleviate the heat.  It was a great way to 
jumpstart our event at Elysian Park. 
 

We knew we were in for a treat as soon as the ñCivil Engineers Rock!ò Crew made their way to the game to 
witness Navy soldiers parachuting into the stadium 
and landing at a small target in the middle of the 
field.   
 

The congregation and celebration of two YMFs con-
tinued as the game proceeded.  The Dodgers had 
been struggling to earn a spot at the play-offs.  We 
cheered them on so that they could make their 
move past the Diamondbacks.  In the end, the Dia-
mondbacks succeeded in holding the Dodgers to a 
6-4 lead.  Despite the loss, both YMF groups com-
bined with 30 people to create an ambience of 
laughter, games, being cool, and rooting for the 
rallying team. 
 

This year marked the second year in a row that our groups came together to picnic and give our members a 
chance to put on their Dodger Blue.  By the great response and all the fun, it surely wonôt be the last. Go 
Blue! 

ASCE LOS ANGELES SECTION YMFs NEWSLETTER - SUMMER 2011        Page 2 



Presidentõs Message 
 
It was just year ago this month when I was elected to be President-Elect of the ASCE Met-
ropolitan Los Angeles Branch Younger Member Forum [now known as Los Angeles Young-
er Member Forum], where I spent a year observing our President take on tremendous re-
sponsibility, working through hurdles, and accomplishing many of her goals.  Now twelve 
months later, and after a year of observation and knowledge, I have the privilege of taking 
what I have learned to continue working towards building and strengthening our great or-
ganization.   
 
I am excited and honored to be serving you as MLAB YMF [LA YMF] President and to be 
working with such a motivated and inspiring group of leaders.  LA YMF will continue its tra-
dition of growing our members by helping prepare their professional career, expand their 
network, interact with community and government leaders, and provide members with an 
opportunity to become leaders.  Some goals I would like to share with you include: 
 

§ Increasing our membership by encouraging our participants to register or renew their 
National and Los Angeles Section dues.  I encourage you to stay connected with our 
members through weekly announcements, our MLAB YMF Facebook page, and our 
monthly Happy Hours. 

§ Connecting with our community by strengthening our K-12 Outreach program, Commu-

nity Service program, and Government Affairs activities.  This includes exposing our 
youngest generation to careers in engineering through classroom visits and participa-
tion in career fairs; volunteer in our communities; and advocate for infrastructure by 
communicating with our elected officials. 

§ Continuing the success of all our programs, such as our Student Night Job Fair (which 
provides scholarships and opportunities for college students to meet companies) and 
Popsicle Stick Bridge Competition (which exposes local high school students to build-
ing structures and learn about a career in Civil Engineering).   

§ Providing professional development opportunities through our ñExplore Your Cityò tours 
and General Meetings.  Promote professional licensure and continue our bi-annual 
P.E. Review Course seminars for the fall and spring exams. 

 
I encourage you to join us in our many exciting events lined up for the 2011-2012 year.  
Check out our calendar of events on our website at www.mlab-ymf.org and sign up for our 
weekly announcements.  Become part of our organization and I have no doubt that you will 
find value as an ASCE LA YMF member!  
 
Sincerely, 
Jinny Huang 
2011-2012 ASCE LA YMF President  
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Presidentõs Message 

 
I am excited for this new year and look forward to serving as the 2011-2012 ASCE 
Orange County YMF President.  I would like to take this opportunity to thank our 
Past-President, Andrew Pham, for leading our group in a successful and eventful 
year.  I would also like to thank our out-going and in-coming board and committee 
chairs, whose dedication and leadership help make our organization exceptional. 
 
This upcoming year, we look forward to continue providing our members with valua-
ble opportunities to develop their technical knowledge, expand their professional 
network, and give back to the community. We plan to carry on many of our success-
ful and fun social events such as our Temecula Wine Tasting Trip, Mammoth Ski 
and Snowboard Trip, baseball nights, as well as incorporating some new ideas.  We 
are also excited to be hosting the 2012 Annual Popsicle Stick Bridge Competition in 
February 2012.  Our planning committee is already hard at work.   
 
Make sure to join our mailing list to keep up to date with upcoming OC YMF events.  
We look forward to meeting new members, establishing stronger relationships with 
LA Section YMF groups, supporting our community, and having a great year. 
 
Tricia Maruki, P.E. 
2011- 2012 ASCE OC YMF President 

Ng 
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Presidentõs Message 
 
Hello Fellow Young Civil Engineers, 
 
The Santa Barbara/Ventura YMF had an eventful summer. It was another successful year for our wine 
tasting event and volleyball tournament. Our wine tasting event was held in beautiful downtown Santa 
Barbara and consisted of several stops including Kunin Wines and Santa Barbara Winery. Closing out 
June, I lead a technical tour of the City of Oxnardôs recently constructed Blending Station No. 6, located at 
the Cityôs Gold LEED certified GREAT  Program Desalter.  
 
And one of the most exciting news this summer was the addition of our newest board members ï Eric 
Maple, Peter Silvia and Morgan Wazlaw. We are all looking forward to the infusion of creative ideas and 
energy that our newest members bring to the group! 
 
We are currently planning a Monday Night Football event, which has always been a well attended net-
working opportunity, and we hope to see you all there! 
 
Thank you for your involvement with ASCE. 
 
Ryan Gallagher, PE 
2011-2012 ASCE SB/V YMF President 
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Presidentõs Message 

 
Welcome to the SSJB-YMF!  I would like to introduce you to the branch across the hill.  We are just north 
of the Grapevine at the southernmost end of the San Joaquin Valley.  We are doing big things here and 
are excited about letting everyone else know!  Take for instance these couple of major projects in our ar-
ea: 
 
The Westside Parkway: a brand new freeway providing faster travel times and shorter commutes in west 
Bakersfield. This project is funded by the Thomas Roads Improvement Program (TRIP), a cooperative 
effort between the City of Bakersfield, County of Kern, Caltrans and the Kern Council of Governments. 
Funding was secured by Former Congressman William M. Thomas, who led the effort to provide $630 
million for area road projects in the 2005 Safe, Accountable, Flexible, Efficient Transportation Equity Act.  
City of Bakersfieldôs Wastewater Treatment Plant 3 Expansion and Upgrade project: this was a $250 mil-
lion dollar project that has been recognized in ñThe Magazine of the American Society of Civil Engineersò 
and will be winning the Engineering Excellence Award at the upcoming American Council of Engineering 
Companies (ACEC) event in April. 
We are in the midst of another successful year of events and tours! Come check us out!  

Visit our website at www.asce -ssjb-ymf.com  

Brian Nelson, EIT  
2011-2012 ASCE Southern San Joaquin YMF President 

{ƻǳǘƘŜǊƴ {ŀƴ Wƻŀǉǳƛƴ ¸aC 

Board Members 

 
Brian Nelson, EIT 
President 
AECOM 
 

Taylor Abernathy, EIT 
Past President 
City of Bakersfield 
 

Alkan Bektur, PE 
Vice President 
Kern County Waste Manage-
ment 
 

Karl Schwartz, PE 
Treasurer 
BSK Associates Engineers & 
Laboratories 
 
Pelin Bektur, PE 

Secretary 
Kern County Roads Depart-
ment 
 

 

 
   

Ryan Gallagher, PE 
President 
AECOM 
 
Adam Hendel, PE 
Past-President 
City of Santa Barbara 
 
Matt Janousek, PE 
Vice President 
Fugro West, Inc. 
 
Peter Silva, PE 
First Officer 
Penfield & Smith 
 
Eric Maple, PE 
Treasurer 
City of Santa Barbara. 
 
Morgan Mazlaw 
Secretary 
Rincon Consultants 
 

Board Members 

http://www.asce-ssjb-ymf.com


Orange County Younger Member Forum Volunteers at 
Orange County Ronald McDonald House  

By:  Michelle Ochoa 
 
On Saturday July 16, members and friends of 
Orange County Younger Member Forum pre-
pared a meal for families staying at the Orange 
County Ronald McDonald House through the 
meal program,ò Feasts from the Heart.ò  The Or-
ange County Ronald McDonald House provides a 
"comforting home away from home" for families 
with seriously ill children receiving treatment in 
Orange County hospitals.  The OC-YMF volun-
teers prepared a lunch meal for the families to 
enjoy while doing in-between hospital visits.  OC- 
YMF volunteers were received by lots of affection 
and appreciation from the families.  The lunch 
crew was lead by Gidti Ludesirishoti and the 
menu consisted of delicious Thai dishes such as 
Pad See Ew, Massaman Curry, Thai BBQ chick-
en, vegetable curry and Yam Nua Salad.  The 
volunteers included Gidti Ludesirishoti, Philip 
Wang, Mollie Banh, Sheila Moredo, Crystal Ngu-
yen, Misty Vasquez, Steph Wang, Toviah Hirsh-
berg and Noreen Furubayashi. 
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¶ Complimentary sub-

scription to Civil 
Engineering maga-
zine and ASCE News 

 

¶ Access to ASCEôs 

Online Research Library 
 

¶ Access to The Civil En-

gineering Database 
 

¶ Professional Books 

available at a significant 
member discount 

ASCE Membership Information; Join Today!  

 
National Membership Rates (Please verify rates and grades at http://www.asce.org/membership). 
 
Student: Free     Member: $210 annually 
Associate Member: $50 year of baccalaureate Affiliate Member: $210 annually 
degree and first year after, then incremental   Fellow: $245 annually 
increase to $210 over five years   Section (Branch) Dues: $45/year 
 

¶ National ASCE Student Membership is FREE! Contact your Student Chapter leaders or Faculty 

        Advisor for additional information. 
 

¶ For membership information, go to http://www.ascemlab.org/membership/. 

 

aŜƳōŜǊǎƘƛǇ Ƙŀǎ ƛǘǎ tǊƛǾƛƭŜƎŜǎ 



Community  Service Outreach Bread and Roses Cafe  
ASCE LA YMF 
By: Diana Turlik 
 

On June 10th, the ASCE LA YMF Community 
Service Outreach Committee volunteered at 
Bread and Roses Caf®.  Bread and Roses is a sit 
down caf® that serves about 150 homeless 
guests daily, Monday thru Friday. Three morning 
services are provided at 8, 9:30, and 11AM. 
Guests sign-up a day before for this warm 
meal served to them by volunteers in a friendly 
environment. All food is donated from local gro-
cery stores and food pantries. June 10thôs meal 
was prepared by professional head chef, Derek 
Walker, and distributed to hungry customers by 
ASCE YMF volunteers. Volunteers helped to set-
up table sitting, distribute meals, beverages, cof-
fee, converse and make the guests feel at 
home. 

These civil engineers saw firsthand the strength needed for busing tables and carrying heavy trays of 
food. We proudly delivered all meals without spills or splashes! Thank you to our volunteers who attend-
ed the event; Joline, Maria, Luis, and Diana, helped put a smile on guestsô faces! To find out how you 
can help and become involved in our community service program, please email Diana Turlik at di-
ana.turlik@gmail.com. 

 Ballona  Wetlands Habitat Restoration  
ASCE LA YMF  
By: Jennifer Wong 
On June 25, 2011, the Los Angeles Younger Member Forum of the American 
Society of Civil Engineers participated in the Friends of Ballona Wetlandsô 
award-winning Volunteer Restoration Program.  

The Ballona Wetlands is the last coastal wetland habitat in Los Angeles Coun-
ty, so it was an important opportunity for the Community Service YMF group to 
restore this unique and rare coastal ecosystem while learning about its value. 
Because of the hands-on natures of the event, participants had to roll up their 
sleeves and put their green thumbs to work. 

Participants were tasked with a variety of jobs including extracting two types of 
non-native invasive species of plants, loading and transporting these uprooted 
plants to nearby dumpsters, and any other jobs assigned by the Friends of Bal-
lona Wetlands staff. After working non-stop from 9:30AM to noon, the ASCE 
LAYMF volunteers enjoyed a picnic at Del Rey Lagoon Park. 

Overall, the entire event was a success. Everyone enjoyed getting down and dirty with the restoration 
activities, while also enjoying the beautiful sunny beach weather. The Los Angeles Younger Member 
Forum of the American Society of Civil Engineers is proud to be a part of these restoration efforts and 
looks forward to working with the Friends of Ballona Wetlands again. 

For more information or to become involved in our community service group please contact Diana Szy-
manski at Diana.szm@gmail.com.  We look forward to having you participate in future events! 
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McGarvin Intermediate School ñCareer Day  
ASCE OC YMF 
By:  Karly Ho 
 

 

The morning bell rings at 8 am as a mess of 
students rush to their classes in every which 
way.  On Friday, July 10th, 2011, McGarvin 
Intermediate School was buzzing with excite-
ment.  Regardless of the fact that it was a 
Friday or a half day (making each class only 
half an hour long), the students came to class 
eager for Career Day: a day designated to 
learning about a different career in each class 
period.   
 
ASCE OC YMF came prepared to present 
about the career of civil engineering with four 
volunteers (Andrew Pham, Abby Fong, Tom 
Sandefur, and Karly Ho), an icebreaker/
activity, candy, and special prizes for the ac-
tivity winner ï rubber duckies.   
 

The volunteers introduced themselves and broke up the class into groups of 4-5 students.  Each 
group was given 3 feet of tape, four paper plates, five plastic cups, and eight disposable bendy straws 
and assigned to construct the tallest free-standing structure.  All of the groups discussed what to do, 
tested their ideas, and started constructing.  Five minutes passed quickly and it was time to measure 
the tallest one.  After a winning group was determined, the volunteers questioned the students about 
the activity:  
 
*What did they have to do?  *Did they have to communicate?  *Did they have limited supplies?   

*Did they have time constraints?  
 
Among the broad terms such as project management, construction, and design, the activity helped the 
students to understand and relate to what civil engineers do.  The class ended with questions and 
answers.  Some students even stayed after to ask more questions.  This continued for six class peri-
ods.  The record for the tallest tower stood at 54 inches.   
 
By second period, the entire school knew 
about the class giving out rubber duckies.  
Not only did that prove the amazingly fast 
networking skills of middle school students, 
but it also kept the excitement going for the 
students coming in to see what civil engi-
neering was all about.  The final bell rang 
after the exhausted volunteers had talked 
to over 200 students that got an opportuni-
ty to learn about what civil engineering is 
all about. 
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