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Everyone is  
welcome!  

San Manuel Family  
Science Night  

By: Mai Son, E.I.T. 

Editor:  Lizbeth Cordova 

O n the evening of Wednesday, No-

vember 18th, several members of the San Ber-

nardino/Riverside ASCE Younger Member 

Forum in cooperation with the Riverside 

County Flood Control and Water Conservation 

District volunteered to hold a booth at the San 

Manuel Family Science Night.  The event, or-

ganized by the San Manuel Band of Mission 

Indians, was held at the San Manuel Band of 

Mission Indians Community Center in High-

land, California. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Expo provided hands-on science activities, 

including a demonstration of a functional 

hovercraft powered by the air from a vacuum 

cleaner, as shown in the picture above.  Partici-

pants ranged from elementary school to high 

school students and their parents.  ASCE YMF 

engaged the students in a buoyancy experi-

ment, a puzzle, and gave away several 

ñpollution preventionò awareness items, includ-

ing rulers, bracelets, pens, and baseball caps.  

The program provided an excellent opportunity 

to promote the fields of math, science, and en-

gineering within the community. 

 

K-12 Outreach  
Curious George: Erosion  

By: Jane Tran 

O n November 6th, the ASCE YMF K-12 Out-

reach Program kicked off the 2009-2010 year 

with a fantastic lesson on beachfront erosion and 

mitigation as part of the Curious George Letôs 

Build series at Clover Ave. Elementary School. 

Entitled ñShifting Sandsò, this hands-on activity 

showed our young engineers how natural forces 

can change the coastline and what engineers can 

do to shape them.  The event was a huge success, 

with over 60 fifth-grade students and 26 volun-

teers in attendance.  Not only did YMF, MLAB, 

and Section have 

representation, but 

so did our local 

student chapters at 

CSULA, CSUN, 

UCLA, and LMU.  

Thank you to eve-

ryone who came 

and helped us en-

joy another suc-

cessful educa-

tional event! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Curious George is a joint program with PBS Kids 

that aims to develop math and science skills in 

elementary school students, and engage their 

natural curiosity to build and create.  To learn 

more about PBS Kidsô Curious George Letôs 

Build Program, visit 

http://pbskids.org/curiousgeorge/parentsteachers/, 

and to find out how you can help, email Jane Tran 

at jane.tran@hatchmott.com. 

http://pbskids.org/curiousgeorge/parentsteachers/
mailto:jane.tran@hatchmott.com


  

2 

2009-2010 YMF BOARD MEMBERS 

By: Heren Molina 

MLAB YMF PRESIDENTôS MESSAGE 

I  recently had the opportunity to visit the East LA Com-

munity College to mainly speak about ASCE and the im-

portance of being involved in professional organizations. 

As I was speaking to the students, I came to realize that as 

civil engineers, itôs necessary to stay involved. 
 

ASCE is that force that gives us the power to make a dif-

ference, change the world and make dreams a reality. We 

often speak about the importance of influencing our 

younger generations, of convincing law makers that their priority should be 

infrastructure, of the need to change the engineering ñimageò, but speaking can 

only get us so far. Itôs through our involvement and leadership that we can ac-

complish our goals and create new ones for our future generations. 
 

As the new MLAB YMF 2009-2010 president, one of my goals is to increase 

the number of young engineers who continue on their ASCE involvement after 

college. ASCE is a lifelong commitment that needs the continual involvement 

of its members in order to keep producing the priceless benefits it offers. 

Through my involvement I have been able to form meaningful relationships of 

friends and colleagues. I have been able to network with civil engineers from 

not just my city, but the entire world. It is through my involvement that I have 

been able to visit hundreds of students and been able to plant an engineering 

seed in their minds. I can honestly say that because of my involvement I have 

grown both professionally and personally. ASCE truly has helped make a dif-

ference in my life and I invite you to experience the same. 
 

This year I have been extremely blessed to be the leader of an amazing board. 

The team is composed of 6 executive board members and over a dozen com-

mittee chairs; our goals, I have no doubt will be met. Because of them, we 

were able to start off our new fiscal year with a great general meeting in Octo-

ber, in which our guest speakers were the Army Corps of Engineers. We were 

also able to start the year with three K-12 student outreach activities.  In addition planning committees are well underway 

for our two most reputable events, such as our annual Popsicle Stick Bridge Contest and our Student Night & Job Fair. 
 

This is a very exciting time for ASCE. Many of our members share the same positive goal in making a difference in our 

engineering community so come be part of the MLAB YMF team. Your involvement and support is always needed and I 

truly look forward to seeing you at one of our up-coming events: Christmas Boat Parade, Mammoth Ski Trip, K-12 stu-

dent activities, general meeting, etc. Please visit our website www.mlab-ymf.org for more information on up-coming 

events and/or past events. 
 

Happy Holidays to all! 

Herendira (Heren) Molina 

MLAB YMF President 

Josh Champlin, P.E. - President

Kern County

Taylor Abernathy - Vice President

City of Bakersfield

Amanda Bucio - Past President

Kennedy/Jenks Consultants

Brian Nelson - Secretary

Alkan Bektar - Treasurer
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Heren Molina - President

PCC Construction

Marlon Calderon, P.E. - Past President

City of L.A. Bureau of Engineering

Amber Girard - President Elect

CH2MHill

Diana Turlik - Vice President

Chen-Minh (George) Huang - Secretary

City of L.A. Bureau of Engineering

Jinny Huang - Treasurer 

MWH

Rocio Duran - Social Activities Chair

Paul Garcia - University Outreach

CH2MHill

Julie Kentosh - PERC Co-Chair

Maria Miranda - PERC Co-Chair

PFEILER & ASSOCIATES

Francisco Aragon, P.E. - Membership Chair

HNTB/LAUSD

Erik Hoffman - Student Night/Job Fair Chair

Hoffman Management & Construction Corporation

Andrew Parkhurst - Community Service Chair

James Weldon - Fundraising Chair

Jane Tran - K-12 Outreach Co-Chair

Hatch Mott MacDonald

Sonia Flores - K-12 Outreach Co-Chair

Land Design Consultants, Inc.

Jeff Girard - Government Affairs

NDS

Alejandro Moreno - Professional Societies Liaison

City of L.A. Bureau of Engineering

Julia Moye, P.E. - Scholarship Chair

City of L.A. Bureau of Engineering

Lizbeth Cordova, P.E. - Newsletter Editor

County of L.A. Public Works
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2009-2010 YMF BOARD MEMBERS  

SOUTHERN SAN JOAQUIN YMF  

Please visit our website to keep up to date on upcoming events. 

http://asce-ssjb-ymf.com/ 

 

http://www.mlab-ymf.org
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SB/RC YMF PRESIDENTôS MESSAGE 2009-2010 YMF BOARD MEMBERS  

By: Scott Peterson 

I ôd like to take this opportu-
nity to say welcome and that 

we here on the Riverside and 

San Bernardino Counties (SB/

R) YMF Board look forward to 

working with all of you in the 

upcoming year. 
 

Given the current state of the 

economy and the continuing 

trend of rising unemployment 

in the Inland Empire, as elsewhere, it is of vital importance that young engineers 

continue to develop a diverse set of skills to remain competitive in the market-

place, or for those currently seeking employment, to distinguish themselves 

from other applicants.  The SB/R YMF Board has responded by instituting a 

new program of quarterly professional development workshops to assist young 

engineers in further developing their skills.  Iôd like to highlight the inaugural 

workshop series seen below: 
 

CEO Forum ï The first workshop will be a CEO forum focused on current 

challenges and opportunities in the civil engineering marketplace.  We 

are inviting a diverse group of CEOôs from both large and small firms to 

provide us their background and insight, as well as to provide guidance 

and survival tips for young engineers who are experiencing their first 

recession. 

Communication Skill Development ï The second workshop in our series 

will be focused on communication skill development and will include 

tips on speaking and social skills like networking and writing skills such as professional resume development, 

proposal writing and e-mail                                                           communications. 

Financial Planning ï The final workshop in our inaugural series will be devoted to financial management and 

planning.  We are blessed to be in a profession that provides us the opportunity to become financially independ-

ent and with proper planning and a little bit of luck, be able to give back to those who have given so much to us.  

Or in contrast to those flush times and more in tune with the current economic climate, to create a plan to pre-

serve capital for investment during the eventual recovery.  This workshop will provide some strategies and 

ideas for each of these different situations. 

In addition to this new program, we will continue to provide the same wide variety of networking opportunities, com-

munity services opportunities and technical programs you have come to expect from your ASCE membership.  We look 

forward to a successful year and are always open to suggestions and feedback from you.  Feel free to contact me at 

spetersen@tkeengineering.com with any comments or suggestions for upcoming programs, or just to say hello!  Thank 

you for your time and good luck in the upcoming year! 

Scott Peterson                                                                                                                                                                    

SB/RC YMF President 

Scott Peterson - President

TKE

Edwin Quinonez - Past President

Riverside County Flood Control

Helio Takano - Vice President

Riverside County Flood Control

Miguel Gaytan - Secretary

CristinA Gaytan -Treasurer

AECOM

Cassie Cerin - Newsletter Editor

Kimley-Horn and Associates

Julianna Gonzalez - Activities Chair

Riverside County Flood Control

Kahlil Amin - Historian

Riverside County Flood Control

Komy Ghods - Recruiting Officer

Riverside County Flood Control

Hilal Elhaddad - Practitioner Advisor #1

                         Cal Poly Pomona

Riverside County Flood Control

Albert Marinez - Practitioner Advisor #2

                         Cal Baptist

Riverside County Flood Control

Rosendo Saldivar - Technical Tour Advisor

Parsons

Maria Miranda - Fundraising Coordinator

PFEILER & ASSOCIATES

Mai Son - Community Service Coordinator

Riverside County Flood Control

Duc Tran - K-12 Student Outreach Coordinator

AECOM
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2009-2010 YMF BOARD MEMBERS OC YMF PRESIDENTôS MESSAGE 

By: Jeannette Lindemann 

I It is a pleasure to represent a great group of 

young engineers from Orange County. In the 

short time that I have been president I have 

been able to get to know the group of officers 

and committee chairs and I am looking for-

ward to working with them this year. The 

amount of energy and enthusiasm they exude 

will make this a year full of fun activities. 

 

In a short period of time the group has participated in many events 

such as the Annual conference in Kansas City, Planning retreat in 

Palm Springs, OC Branch picnic, History & Heritage and Student 

night event, Garden Grove High School visitation, the Annual 

Beach Day, EWB challenge and the Temecula wine tasting trip, 

with many more events planned for the remainder of the year. 

 

As the holiday season quickly approaches, I want to take a minute 

and wish you the best for the upcoming year and remind you to 

please renew your membership and also encourage you to become 

involved in the many activities being planned such as: community 

service events, general meetings, legislative trip to Sacramento, 

popsicle stick bridge competition, ACE mentoring at Santa Ana 

High School, K-12 outreach school visitation and many social 

events. 

 

The success of the group is based on the dedication of many vol-

unteers; please join us in making this year a success, itôs as simple 

as joining your peers at a speaker series event or enjoying a morn-

ing of kayaking in Long Beach.  I look forward to meeting many 

of you in the near future. 

 

Jeannette Lindemann 

OC YMF President 

Santa Barbara/Ventura Younger Member Forum Wine Tasting  
By: Ryan Gallagher, P.E., Santa Barbara/Ventura YMF First Officer, Kennedy Jenks and Associates  

O n  August 15, 2009 a group of nearly 20 American Society of Civil Engineers (ASCE) younger members visited the 

heart of the Santa Barbara County's legendary vineyards, the breathtaking Santa Ynez Valley Wine Country! Transported 

via executive shuttle, with pickups in Ventura, Carpinteria, and Santa Barbara, the Younger Member Forum (YMF) mem-

bers were whisked away to three award winning wineries.  We began the trip with lunch and a brief overview of the wine-

making process while enjoying our first round of wine tasting at Firestone Winery. Our curious group brought up questions 

(likely not heard from a group going wine tasting!) regarding local water supply issues, discharge regulations, and waste 

management.  Our tour brought us next to Rideau Winery where we enjoyed another round of wine tasting and also took 

advantage of the beautifully maintained lawn for a quick game of bocce ball.  Our final stop was Sanford, which offered us 

a chance to get a great group picture before sampling their amazing selection of wines. The shuttle rides to and from the 

wineries were filled with trivia, music, and some very memorable moments!  Thank you to all those in attendance and see 

you again next year. 

 

RECENT YMF EVENTS 

Jeannette Lindemann - President

DDB Engineering, Inc.

Josue Vaglienty, P.E. - Past President

RBF Consulting

Andrew Pham, P.E. LEED AP - Vice President

                                               & Social Chair

City of Irvine

Ananda Kirana - Treasurer

Tricia Maruki, P.E. - Secretary

AECOM

Bill DeJong - Website Chair
                     & Engineers Without Borders Liaison

RBF Consulting

Chao-Chun Yang -  K-12 Outreach

                              & Programs Chair

Penco Engineering

Edelyne Miguel  - K-12 Outreach

CH2MHill

Rob Henderson, P.E. - P.E. Review Course Chair

CH2MHill

Patricia de Leon - Programs Chair

Port of Long Beach

Giancarlo Ganddini - Student Activities Chair

Kuzman and Associates

Scarlet Ng ð 2011 WRYMC Chair

Tetra Tech 

Tony Ngo ð Social Chair/Sports Activity Chair

AECOM

Ben Stanphill ð Community Service Chair

LFR

Jessica Cassman ð Membership Coordinator

RBF Consulting

Leah Larson, P.E. ð SWE Liaison

RBF Consulting

Tory Yokoyama, P.E. ð Fundraising Chair

RBF Consulting
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T he shorter hours and winter weather are 

finally upon us in Santa Barbara and Ventura. 

Our YMF has been in full swing for the fall 

and we have many activities planned for the 

upcoming months. 

 

First, let me begin by stating that we have a 

stupendous officer team this year. Our past 

president, Loree Berry (Fugro West), per-

formed commendably in her post last year as president and made the transition extremely 

smooth and seamless ï sometimes a rarity for smaller chapters. Vice president Adam Hendel (City of Santa Barbara) pro-

vides lots of vision and big picture to our team. Treasurer Sujin Beck (Viola Constructors) keeps us on track with budget-

ing and finances and is playing a key role with startup of a new Architecture, Construction, and Engineering (ACE) Char-

ter High School. First officer Ryan Gallagher (Kennedy Jenks) is our enthusiastic, outside-the-box thinker who is always 

willing to jump in and help. Jamie Hutchins (Fugro West) serves as our dynamic and highly motivated secretary. How-

ever, she is on hiatus for a few months while she works in Fugroôs Singapore office. We will miss her but know she will 

have a huge impact on the Singapore team and projects. 

 

In September, we held our annual Kick-off/Trivia Night meeting in Carpinteria. It was a huge success with over 25 par-

ticipants. Having been on the winning team two years in a row, I am officially throwing in my hat as next yearôs facilita-

tor. October was an extremely busy month with a Fillmore Water Recycling Plant technical tour, a UCSB vs. Cal-Poly 

Menôs Soccer Game (thank you Sergio Villa), and our annual SB/V camping trip to Sycamore Canyon. In November we 

had approximately 20 people to our Monday night football party at Sharkeez in Santa Barbara. 

 

I know we are all looking forward to our annual holiday party on December 17 and the annual Mammoth ski trip sched-

uled for the end of January 2010. We are also planning some great technical tours for 2010. Please stay tuned for future 

detailsé. 

 

It is a pleasure to share with you the great things our team has accomplished and is planning for Santa Barbara/Ventura 

YMF members. 

 

Cheers, 

James Winslow 

SB/VC YMF President 

City of Santa Barbara 

Santa Barbara/Ventura Younger Member Forum Kickoff General Meeting  
By: Adam Hendel, P.E., Santa Barbara/Ventura YMF Vice-President, City of Santa Barbara 

O n a warm, fall evening twenty young professionals gathered on the patio of Caboôs Cantina Baja Grill & Cantina in 

Carpinteria.  The kickoff meeting was held to introduce and swear-in the new Santa Barbara/Ventura officers (James Wins-

low, Adam Hendel, Ryan Gallagher, Jamie Hutchins, and Sujin Beck) and discuss the programming for the 2009/2010 year.  

The YMF provided crunchy tacos, tasty nachos, and cold drinks for all members and guests.  The highlight of the evening 

of September 29th was a competitive game of team trivia.  Handfuls of candy were tossed to successful guessers and the 

winning team received a YMF t-shirt.  The general meeting was a great way to start another year of fun social events, tech-

nical tours, stimulating speakers, and special events.  The new YMF officers look forward to seeing old and new members 

at future events!  

SB/VC YMF PRESIDENTôS MESSAGE 

By: James Winslow 

2009-2010 YMF BOARD MEMBERS  

RECENT YMF EVENTS 

James Winslow - President

City of Santa Barbara

Loree Berry - Past President

Fugro West, Inc.

Adam Hendel - Vice President

City of Santa Barbara

Sujin Beck - Treasurer

Viola Constructors, Inc.

Jamie Hutchins - Secretary

Fugro West, Inc.

Ryan Gallagher - First Officer

Kennedy Jenks and Associates S
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RECENT YMF EVENTS 

Port of Los Angeles Voyage  
By: Marlon Calderon, P.E., M.ASCE 

O n the beautiful clear afternoon of October 2nd, members of the Los Angeles YMF were part of an hour long voyage of the 

Port Of L.A. where nearly $190 billion worth of cargo arrive annually. The guided tour sailed from Berth 84 near the Maritime 

Museum and continued with a behind the scenes and history of the Port of Los Angelesô main channel in San Pedro which in-

cludes several large container terminals and landmarks like the World Cruise Center and Ports Oô Call. The voyage concluded 

with navigating under the Historic Vincent Thomas Bridge before turning back to our starting point. L.A. YMF would like to 

thank Margaret Hernandez, Director of the Port of Los Angeles Small Business Development Program for making this special 

tour possible. 

 

Please visit L.A. YMF website at 

www.mlab-ymf.org for more pho-

tos of this tour. 

 

 

JOINT YMF SOCCER TOURNAMENT 
By: Jose Cruz 

O ne by one they arrived; distinguished by colors with one ñGoalò in mindé to take the trophy back to their branch.   On 

Saturday October 3rd, 2009 the Metropolitan LA, San Diego, San Bernardino-Riverside, and Orange County YMFôs came 

together at Craig Park, in Fullerton to determine who possessed the best soccer (futbol) skills. 

  

Each game was set to be played for two twenty minute halfôs with a five minute break. The schedule was pre-set and to be 

played by elimination.  The tournament began at 10AM with San Bernardino- Riverside playing against San Diego.  The win-

ner of that match was the red team: San Bernardino-Riverside.  The second pair of teams was Metropolitan LA versus Orange 

County. The blue team managed to score more goals than the green team.  The Metropolitan LA branch moved on to play San 

Bernardino-Riverside in a final showdown for a chance for the gold. 

  

Although each team member was determined to win, there were no grudges outside the field.  Looking out from the field to 

those who attended the event, each person was in interaction catching up from previous events and waiting for the next event 

to come together.  Outside coolers filled the park with cool water as each team rested for the final championship game. All those 

that participated and came out to support spent a great morning at Craig Park.  The team to walk away with the trophy and claimed 

rights to be the best skilled team of the year went to San Bernardino-Riverside. The defending champs (Metropolitan LA) brought 

out the trophy and it was passed down in a miniature ceremony. The trophy will now remain with the San Bernardino-Riverside 

branch until the next time each branch comes together for a chance to proclaim the rights and trophy. 

http://www.mlab-ymf.org/
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RECENT YMF EVENTS 

First General Meeting MLAB YMF/US Army Corps of Engineers Dinner  
by Francisco Aragon, P.E. ï Membership Chair 

 

O n Wednesday, October 14th we held our first General Meeting of the 

2010 fiscal year at the scenic Castaway Restaurant in Burbank. We were 

privileged to be accompanied by distinguished guests from the US Army 

Corps of Engineers who had made the trip from Korea, Hawaii and Los An-

geles to speak to our group. They provided an overview of our Nationôs 

largest engineering agency and the employment opportunities available lo-

cally and around the Pacific Division.  

 

The meeting attendees had a unique opportunity to speak one-on-one with 

our distinguished guests before and after dinner and enjoyed the speakersô 

engaging presentations that included Overview of the LA District, and 

Overview and Opportunities in the Korea Transformation Program. The last 

presentation discussed what it was like working as a Civilian in the Army Corps of Engineers and closed with a lively 

question and answer session. Our audience was extremely engaged and our guests expressed admiration for the enthusi-

asm and interest of our group.   

 

 Following our guestsô presentations Heren Molina, ASCE 

 YMF President, presented the new incoming officers and 

 spoke of the upcoming activities and ways to become more a

 ctive in our group. The event was a success and new and old 

 members had a chance to interact and learn together.  

 

 We thank our distinguished guests and we look forward to 

 continue to work together in future events: 

 

Mr. Jim Bersson (Pacific Ocean Division) 

Ms. Jodi Yamamoto (Pacific Ocean Division, Human Re-

sources) 

Ms. Lisa Chan (Pacific Ocean Division) 

Mr. Paul Yoo (Far East District Rep) 

Mr. Steve Cayetano (Honolulu District Rep) 

Mr. Kevin Inada (Los Angeles District Rep) 

Mr. John Keever (Los Angles District) 

 

We look forward to hosting more events as successful as this 

and to follow our Presidentôs pledge of involvement.              

 

If you would like information on the presentations or are 

looking for ways to be involved contact our membership 

chair: Francisco Aragon, faragon@hntb.com 
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FEATURED STUDENT CHAPTER EVENTS 

O n August 7th, California Portland Cement Company granted us a great 

opportunity to visit their site and give us a brief yet detailed demonstration of 

what their company does. By its name we can determine its main specializa-

tion, the making of cement. One of the first things we were asked was to sum-

marize the difference between concrete and cement. Briefly, cement acts like 

ñglue,ò itôs what holds the mixture together as it cures and sets to concrete. 

Concrete, on the other hand, is a construction 

material consisting of cement, water and other 

types of granular crushed material. More than 

the tour of the plant, we were also showed the 

process on how cement is made; curing con-

crete, testing concrete and the importance of 

the 28th- day strength test. Overall, this was a great experience especially for those students interested in the material prop-

erties of cement. To end, we would like to thank the California Portland Company once again for this experience. 

 

FIELD TRIP TO CAL PORTLAND  
CITY OF COLTON 

    By: CSULA  

SOFTBALL GAME  
By: CSULA  

I t was a nice and warm summer 

night August 6th, just right for a 

game of softball.  A night of 

homeruns, Pop flyôs and strike-

outs, engineering students and 

friends came out to play as soon as 

class ended.  The Game took place 

on our very own Reeder field at  

 

(continued on page 9) 
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FEATURED STUDENT CHAPTER EVENTS 

MLAB YMF AND STUDENT CHAPTERS BEACH BONFIRE  
By: Laura Klein, USC Student Member  

T his October, after a few days of continuous downpour, the sun came out for the joint Student Chapters and MLAB 

YMF Bonfire. The event took place at Dockweiler beach and was kicked off with a round of sports tournaments. Mem-

bers divided up to play football, volleyball, and Frisbee, while others happily guarded the fire pit and their towels. 

 

The night continued with Polish sausages and marshmal-

lows cooked around the fire. Innovative cooking tools were 

engineered out of twelve inch kabob sticks and other materi-

als found lying on the beach. While a few hot dogs were 

tragically lost to the ashes most turned out crispy, hot, and 

delicious. 

 

The event was well attended by both students and YMF 

members. The USC Student Chapter organized and hosted 

the outing, buying food and sending out invitations to the 

other chapters.   CSULA and UCLA also had students attend 

the event and it was a great opportunity for the participating 

schools to interact and meet fellow ASCE Los Angeles Sec-

tion student members. Approximately 20 YMF members also came to the bonfire and enjoyed hanging out and meeting 

the students. All around, everyone had a good time. The beach was a great backdrop in which everyone could relax and 

celebrate the end of the week and the amazing Southern California weather. There was such a good response from those 

who attended the bonfire that planning is already underway for future student chapter-YMF events. 

 

 

 

(continued from page 8) 

 

CSULA.  Despite the fact that the teams were larger than the usual nine players on field, we worked out the kinks and 

adjusted a couple rules to accommodate all the players. One of the rules in our case being, the tradition ñthree outò rule 

to ñfive outò allowing more people to have a chance at bat.  Interestingly, we mainly expected people that had never 

played before to be the ones having trouble at bat, but some were doing better than those that played softball for a long 

time. Some of the ringers would strike out, trip on their way to first base and drop a fly ball. In the end it was all fun nô 

games, there really werenôt any winners nor losers, we all benefited as a whole by coming together and playing soft-

ball.  
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RECENT YMF EVENTS 

          OC YMF Planning Retreat  
                  Palm Springs   

                        November 6-8 
 

I n the early afternoon of November 6th twelve YMF board and committee 

members set out for Palm Springs, were they spent the weekend doing team 

building activities and planning for the upcoming year at a house in the movie 

colony, but most importantly having fun and building friendships that will make 

this year a very successful year. 

 

On Friday night everyone relaxed, shared pizza, wine or beer, watched a 

movie and even played a game of Taboo, while some of the group took time 

to play in the pool. 

 

Saturday the day started with a continental breakfast around 9 a.m., then eve-

ryone participated in the M&M icebreaker where everyone shared personal 

likes and dislikes; then the basic expectations for all officers and committee 

chairs were shared, and the morning was concluded by goal settings for the 

upcoming year while sharing lunch. 

 

The three goals set for this year are: 1) build relationships with at least 10 

schools for K-12 Outreach, 2) Host at least one joint event, planned by both 

YMF and student sections and include MLAB YMF and LA area universi-

ties, and 3) increase YMFôs participation in legislative activities by sending 

at least   four members to the fly-in in February. 

 

Saturday afternoon the group decided 

to play Cranium, which was a lot of 

fun; the group was able to find out 

which members were good at hum-

ming, drawing or acting and continued 

to develop team work strategies.  The 

day concluded by having dinner down-

town at a Sushi restaurant. Some of the 

members had all-you-can-eat plates ~ I 

have to say Iôve never seen that much 

sushi consumed in one day. After din-

ner a few members had dessert from 

Cactus Berry yogurt and the rest of the 

group had Cold Stone ice cream. 

 

On Sunday the group shared breakfast and said their goodbyes, all looking forward to the K-12 and social activities 

being planning for the following weeks and with great memories of a fun weekend. 
 

 

 
 


