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Every first Wednesday 
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LA 
Every second Tuesday 

 
 

OC 
Every third Tuesday 

 

SSJ 
Every other third Tuesday 

 

For locations, please contact any 
board member. 

 

Everyone is  
welcome! 

In the early morning hours of October 20th, 
Kaitlin Hannon and I landed in Memphis, 
Tennessee, looking forward to the next couple 
of days of the 2011 National ASCE 
Conference. After attending the first couple of 
introductory sessions, we were joined by Jinny 
Huang and Jane Tran and we were able to get 
settled in our rooms. 

 
Over the course of the three days we spent 
there, I was exposed to so many issues and 
topics surrounding the civil engineering field 
that I didnôt even know existed; the overlying 
theme of sustainability lent itself to truly 
innovative ideas and presentations that 
expanded my knowledge of the current 
problems and possible solutions regarding the 
state of our nationôs infrastructure.  
 
While we were all business at the various 
sessions we attended, we also had a lot of fun, 
and the LA YMF members made me feel so 
welcome and not at all like a tag-a-long 
student. Jinny and Kaitlin were the best 
roommates, and Jane showed me that being a 
structural engineer is actually possible! Serge 
Haddad was so eloquently outspoken, 
Francisco Aragon so kind, George  Huang so 
brave, and Marlon Calderon will protect 
anyone, even in his sleep. I also enjoyed 
meeting Peter Jonna, a fellow Bruin, now 
located on the East Coast and recipient of the 
Daniel Mead award. The LA YMF members, as 
well as the other ASCE members I met while in 
Memphis, were all so inspirational and made 
me proud to be a part of ASCE.  

 
We all had a blast visiting Graceland, seeing 
Elvisô private jets and car collection, enjoying 
some famous Memphis-style ribs, and even 
just having a movie night in our hotel room. I 
couldnôt have asked for a better experience and 
am so thankful to the LA YMF for bringing me 
with them! 
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Presidentõs Message 
 
LA YMF is excited to ring in the 2012 year and bring our members new programs and 
events for our ASCE members.  Over the last few months, our Board was busy putting their 
skills to work and organizing great events to end the 2011 year and preparing for the New 
Year.  The first quarter of our 2011-2012 season had a great start with a busy October: 
attending the ASCE National Conference in Memphis, LA Section Installation Luncheon at 
Disneyland Hotel, and MLAB Banquet at the Los Angeles City Hall.  November kicked off 
with an exhilarating YMF Soccer Tournament in Whittier Narrows Park with over 50 YMF 
soccer players from Los Angeles, San Bernardino/Riverside, San Diego, and Orange 
County with LA YMFôs Green Team taking home the trophy!  Our Social and Sports 
Committees have been amazing at bringing engineers together over different activities such 
as rock climbing and monthly Happy Hours, and are working with neighboring YMF groups 
to plan for our annual Mammoth Trip in the end of January.  Our holiday season started 
with volunteering at the Pasadena Union Station Homeless Services on Thanksgiving, in 
addition to a successful Holiday Network Night, and Toy Drive at the Edison in downtown, 
where over 40 members mingled over a holiday Icebreaker game, food, and drinks.  
 
The LA YMF University Outreach Committee has conducted resume workshops helping 
college students refine their resumes and job interview skills; they hosted a student mixer, 
which gathered ASCE student leaders from UCLA, USC, CSULA, CSUN, and LMU to 
discuss and share their successes and obstacles.  Also, our K-12 Outreach Committee has 
been continuing its success in connecting with local schools and building relations with 
other education programs.  As well, outreaching to the community at education fairs and 
presenting at classrooms on the importance of Civil Engineering! 
 
The 2012 Year will be no less eventful as the last.  LA YMF has several local tours such as 
the Pasadena City Hall and the Los Angeles First Street Bridge tours in January, as well as 
our San Francisco-Oakland Bay Bridge Technical Presentation on Tuesday, January 31st.  
Bring your friends and colleagues to the annual YMF Mammoth Trip on January 27-29th, 
Bowling Night on January 26th, and/or join our Community Service or K-12 Outreach 
committees.  I encourage you to invite your company to our 13th Annual Student Night Job 
Fair on Friday, March 9th in Downtown LA, a fantastic network night for company 
representatives and students alike.  As always, check the LA YMF calendar at www.mlab-
ymf.org and our Facebook page at  www.facebook.com/asce.losangeles.ymf.  Looking 
forward to seeing you at our next event!  

 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Jinny Huang, P.E.  
2011-2012 ASCE LA YMF President  

Board Members 
 

Jinny Huang, PE - President 
MWH  
 
Amber Girard - Past President & 
LA Section YMF Liaison  
CH2MHill  
 
Francisco Aragon, PE  
President Elect 
HNTB/LAUSD 
 
Chen-Minh (George) Huang, PE 
Vice President 
City of L.A. Bureau of Engineering 
 
Joline Mu¶oz, EIT 
Treasurer 
 
Jane Tran, EIT - Secretary & 
K-12 Outreach Co-Chair 
Hatch Mott MacDonald 
 
Alvin Livingstone, PE 
K-12 Outreach Co-Chair 
AECOM 
 
Kaitlin Hannon, EIT -  
University Outreach 
Kennedy/Jenks Consultants 
 
Katie Hickey, EIT 
PSBC Coordinator 
AECOM 
 
Laura Rockett 
Community Service Co-Chair 
County of L.A. DPW 
 
Paul Choy, PE 
Community Service Co-Chair 
County of L.A. DPW 
 
Heren Molina  
Student Night & Job Fair Chair 
PPC Construction 
 
Darwin Vargas 
PERC Co-Chair 
Caltrans 
 
Thang Le, SE 
PERC Co-Chair 
Englekerk & Sabol 
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Julian Garcia, PE                      Rocio Duran, EIT               Christopher Hudson, PE 
Sports Co-Chair                 Social Co-Chair     Government Affairs Chair 
County of L.A. DPW                               County of L.A. DPW 

Jose Cruz, EIT               Emi Fujii, EIT         Omar A. Sanchez   
Sports Co-Chair                             Social Co-Chair        Scholarship Coordinator/NL Editor 
Hall & Foremen, Inc.  MWH         Onward Engineering 

http://www.mlab-ymf.org
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http://www.facebook.com/asce.losangeles.ymf


Presidentõs Message 

 
Happy New Year!  I hope you all enjoyed the holidays and are ready to jump back 
into some ASCE fun.  We wrapped up 2011 with a variety of events, including 
monthly happy hours, our Annual Wine Tasting Trip to Temecula, a holiday 
community service event, and our end of the year Officerôs Banquet.  Now, weôre 
ready to kick off the New Year with WRYMC in Portland and our Annual Mammoth 
Ski and Snowboard Trip at the end of the month. 
 
OC YMF has also been busy planning for the 2012 Annual Popsicle Stick Bridge 
Competition on February 17th at Cal State Long Beach.  So far we have almost 40 
local high schools signed up and are looking forward to an exciting event.  We are 
also planning on bringing back our technical tour/speaker series with an event in 
March.  We will be continuing our monthly happy hours, community service, and 
social outings, so we hope youôll come join us! 
 
Make sure to join our mailing list to keep up to date with upcoming OC YMF events 
and we hope to see you soon! 
 
Tricia Maruki, P.E. 
2011- 2012 ASCE OC YMF President 

Board Members 
 

Tricia Maruki, PE  
President 
AECOM 
 
Andrew Pham, PE, LEED AP  
Past President 
City of Irvine 
 
Ravi Shah, PE  
Vice President 
HDR 
 
Patricia de Leon   
Treasurer  
PGA Engineers, Inc. 
 
Gidti Ludesirishoti, EIT  
Secretary 
HDR 
 
Karly Ho 
K-12 Outreach Co-chair/ EWB 
Liaison 
AKM Consulting Engineers 
 
Michelle Ochoa 
Community Outreach Co-Chair 
AECOM 
 
Carla Suryamega  
Community Outreach Co-Chair 
AECOM 
 
Mark Beltran 
P.E. Review Course Chair  
KOA Corporation 
 
Philip Wang, EIT 
Membership Coordinator 
City of Bellflower 
 
Daniel Kim  
Activities Co-Chair 
 
Deborah Alvarado 
Activities Co-Chair 
RBF Consulting  
 
Giancarlo Ganddini 
Student Activities Liaison  
Kunzman Associates, Inc.       
 
Josue Vaglienty, PE 
K-12 Outreach Co-Chair 
RBF Consulting  
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Jeannette Lindemann  Jessica Ward   Kimberly Gee    
K-12 Outreach Co-Chair  Programs Co-Chair  Programs Co-Chair  
DDB Engineering, Inc.          AECOM    AECOM         
  
Scarlet Ng    Tori Yokoyama, PE  Nick Polichetti 
PSBC Chair     Fundraising Chair    Webmast er 
BAS/Tetra Tech   RBF Consulting   MTS 



Presidentõs Message 
 
Welcome to the SSJB-YMF! I would like to introduce you to the branch across the hill.  We are just north 
of the Grapevine at the southernmost end of the San Joaquin Valley.  We are planning an exciting year of 
project tours and social events. 
 
Below is just one example of an ongoing project we plan to tour (date TBD): 
 
ñThe Westside Parkway - a brand new freeway providing faster travel times and shorter commutes in west 
Bakersfield. It will be 4.25 miles long at completion with three full interchanges and four bridges. Currently 
they are grading and will soon begin paving the six lanes. This will be a great opportunity to learn more 
about freeway construction processes and techniques.ò  For past events and photos, come check us out!  
 

Visit our website at www.asce-ssjb-ymf.com 

 
Brian Nelson, EIT  
2011-2012 ASCE Southern San Joaquin YMF President 
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Presidentõs Message 
 
Happy New Yearôs fellow young civil engineers! The Santa Barbara/Ventura YMF ended the year with 
several great events. Our Annual Kick-Off Meeting this year was held on the top floor of the prestigious 
Morgan Stanley Building in Oxnard, CA and brought together over 30 members and potential members. 
First, Officer Pete Silvia helped to carry this momentum forward to two more successful events, including 
a Monday Night Football event in Santa Barbara and our Annual Holiday Night/Toys for Tots Fundraiser in 
Carpinteria.  
 
Our board is looking forward to kicking off 2012 with more great events including a Toastmasterôs Event in 
February, Technical Tours throughout the year, Wine Tasting, and much more. Please contact me if you 
would like more information on these events or would like to be included in our email list. 

 
Ryan Gallagher, P.E. 
2011-12 SB/V YMF President 
E-mail: YMFSantaBarbaraVentura@gmail.com 
 
 

 

{ŀƴǘŀ .ŀǊōŀǊŀ ŀƴŘ ±ŜƴǘǳǊŀ /ƻǳƴǘȅ  

Board Members 

 
Ryan Gallagher, PE 
President 
AECOM 
 
Adam Hendel, PE 
Past-President 
City of Santa Barbara 
 
Matt Janousek, PE 
Vice President 
Fugro West, Inc. 
 
Peter Silvia, PE 
First Officer 
Penfield & Smith 
 
Eric Maple, PE 
Treasurer 
City of Santa Barbara. 
 
Morgan Mazlaw 
Secretary 
Rincon Consultants 
 

Board Members 

 
Brian Nelson, EIT 
President 
AECOM 
 

Taylor Abernathy, EIT 
Past President 
City of Bakersfield 
 

Alkan Bektur, PE 
Vice President 
Kern County Waste  
Management 
 

Karl Schwartz, PE 
Treasurer 
BSK Associates  
Engineers & Laboratories 
 
Pelin Bektur, PE 

Secretary 
Kern County Roads  
Department 

http://www.asce-ssjb-ymf.com
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Board Members 

 
Helio Takano, PE 
President 
RCFC & WCD 
 
Robert Vasquez, PE 
Past President 
RCFC & WCD 
 
Julianna Gonzalez   
President Elect 
RCFC & WCD 
 
Mai Son 
Vice President  
RCFC & WCD 
 
Melissa Barbosa, PE 
Treasurer 
City of Azusa 
 
Melissa Cayir 
Activities Chair 
Transtech Engineers 
 
Komy Ghods, PE 
Recruiting Officer 
RCFC & WCD 
 
Nikki Duran Aubrecht 
Practitioner Advisor Cal Poly 
Pomona 
Spiniello Infrastructure Worldwide 
 
Albert Martinez, PE 
Practitioner Advisor Cal Baptist 
RCFC & WCD 
 
Michael Anderson, PE 
Technical Tour Advisor 
PSOMAS 
 
Eva Mariscal 
Newsletter Editor 
Caltrans 
 
Hector Gonzalez, Jr, EIT 
Community  
Service Coordinator 
City of Azusa 
 
Mark Swanson, PE 
K-12 Student Outreach 
Coordinator 
AEI-CASC 
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Presidentõs Message 

 

Hello fellow engineers and welcome to a New Year!  Last quarter has passed us by so fast 
and our board has started to implement the events planned for the year.  We started with 
the PE Booth and Happy Hour Event, the YMF Joint Soccer Tournament, a Cal Poly 
Pomona and Heritage High School Student Outreach Presentations, followed by our local 
ice hockey team event, and finishing off with the Toys for Tots event. 
 
In January, seven members will be attending WRYMC in Portland and we will have our first 
General Meeting/Technical Tour of the year on January 19th about the Riverside Regional 
Water Quality Control Plant.  We hope that all of you can at least attend any of these 
meetings/activities that are being planned for you so that you can get involved and make 
new contacts/friends. 
 

Our other future planned events for the year are: Paintball and Softball with Cal Poly/Cal 
Baptist Universities, AVID/E-Week Presentations, Riverside Renaissance Presentation, and 
much more.  If you would like more information about any of these activities please do not 
hesitate to contact me. 
 
Helio Takano, P.E. 
2011-2012 SB/Riverside YMF President 

ONTARIO REIGN HOCKEY GAME   
By: Melissa Cayir   
 

On Wednesday, November 30, the San Bernardino - Riverside ASCE-YMF came together for the 3rd annual 
hockey game at the Ontario Reign home arena against their rival the Thunder, from Stockton, CA.  The 
group met up for appetizers at Bostonôs Restaurant across the street and headed out together to watch this 
exciting game.  There was a great turnout; our chapter filled up about 20 seats in section 118 with front 
views of this nail biting game.  With a tied score of 3 ï 3, the teams entered a neck-to-neck overtime, with a 
heartbreaking loss of 3 ï 4 with Thunder scoring one point during the penalty shots.  During the remission, 
our chapter got a special shout-out on the scoreboard welcoming the San Bernardino - Riverside ASCE 
YMF Chapter.  Our branch will continue the Ontario Reign Hockey Game tradition next year as it remains to 
be a big hit among the members and a great way to get together just before the holiday season picks up. 
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On Saturday, December 17, members of OC 

YMF ASCE volunteered at the annual Loaves 

and Fishes Soup Kitchen Christmas Event.  

Loaves and Fishes Soup Kitchen provides meals 

for men, women, and children every Saturday at 

Saint Joseph School in Santa Ana.  During this 

yearôs Christmas event, the children participated 

in holiday themed arts and crafts activities and 

each child received a present.  OC YMF arranged 

a section for the children to decorate candy cane 

reindeer and color Christmas drawings.  OC YMF 

volunteers included Deborah Alvarado, Tricia 

Maruki, Ed Espinoza, Donald Weber, Trish 

Cabrera, Jeannette Lindemann, Joline Mu¶oz, 

and Carla Suryamega. 
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¶ Complimentary sub-

scription to Civil 
Engineering maga-
zine and ASCE News 

 

¶ Access to ASCEôs 

Online Research Library 
 

¶ Access to The Civil En-

gineering Database 
 

¶ Professional Books 

available at a significant 
member discount 

ASCE Membership Information; Join Today!  

 
National Membership Rates (Please verify rates and grades at http://www.asce.org/membership). 
 
Student: Free     Member: $210 annually 
Associate Member: $50 year of baccalaureate Affiliate Member: $210 annually 
degree and first year after, then incremental   Fellow: $245 annually 
increase to $210 over five years   Section (Branch) Dues: $45/year 
 

¶ National ASCE Student Membership is FREE! Contact your Student Chapter leaders or Faculty 

        Advisor for additional information. 
 

¶ For membership information, go to http://www.ascemlab.org/membership/. 

 

aŜƳōŜǊǎƘƛǇ Ƙŀǎ ƛǘǎ tǊƛǾƛƭŜƎŜǎ 

OC YMF Volunteers with Loaves and Fishes  
Santa Ana, CA  
By:  Michelle Ochoa 



Thanksgiving Dinner -in-the -Park  
Pasadena, CA  
By: Laura Rockett 
 

 
On Thanksgiving Day, approximately 20 members from the LA YMF headed to 
Pasadena Central Park to volunteer at the Union Station Homeless Serviceôs 
Annual Dinner-in-the-Park. Working at the Food Preparation station of the event, 
members helped to make dishes ready to serve. Another group of our volunteers 
helped at the Drop-Off station where meals and dishes were being donated that 
morning. As the cars would pull up to drop-off their food, all of the volunteers 
would cheer loudly. The one downside to the morning was that there were too 
many volunteers! The group did their best to work their way into stations to help 
out.  
 
After volunteering, many of the members met up for breakfast at a local 
restaurant to share a meal and a few laughs. Luckily, it was still early enough to 
fit in a meal before heading home for the Thanksgiving feasts that awaited us. 
The whole morning was a lot of fun and even inspired the group to consider 
cooking for the dinner next year as an alternative to volunteering! 
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Exploring the Past and Future of  the Historic LAX Airport  
Los Angeles, CA  
By: Francisco Aragon, PE 
 

On Friday, September 23rd, 2011, LA YMF had a second instalment of the now 

popular, ñExplore your City Series.ò This time, members were part of a truly 

unique experience as they came within mere feet from airplanes actively landing 

and taking-off and got to sit on a private historical jet.  

Approximately twenty members came together to explore the Los Angeles 

International Airport, LAX; we began our tour on a guided bus ride through the 

runways inside the airport. The entertaining and knowledgeable tour guide, Bob 

Werner from LAX Airport Operations, provided the group with an overview of the 

LAX Development Program and exposed the group to the construction projects 

that are currently underway. 

The group got to see various stages of construction at the Tom Bradley Terminal 

& Gates Project; the project is set to add 1-million square feet to the existing 

terminal. As the bus guided through the runways, the group got to see planes 

being taxied, planes landing overhead and planes taking-off all within mere feet from the bus. Another 

highlight was parking our tour bus right behind the new Airbus A380, and get an up close view of the 

largest passenger airliner in the world with wings almost as long as a football field. 

After the guided tour, as has become customary with the Series, the group had a chance to learn about 

the historical past of this landmark. The staff at the Flight Path Learning Center provided the group with 

a presentation giving an overview of the evolution of LAX. The group got to see how air traveling has 

evolved and how LAX was instrumental in transforming airports to the ñJet Ageò for safer and more 

convenient travel. The Learning Center also led the group onto the runway where the group got to go 

on a historical private jet.  

Explore your City has become a regular Series in the LA YMF group. The object of the series is to 

expose the members and the public to historical landmarks around Los Angeles, which in turn will help 

contribute to higher civic involvement in appreciating, maintaining, and preserving them.  

LA YMF thanks the volunteers and members who made this event possible.  
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The Flight Path Learning 

Center & Museum is a non-

profit, community-based 

organization that seeks to 

honor aviation pioneers, 

recognize the economic 

importance of aviation and 

aerospace to Southern Cali-

fornia, and encourage 

youth to pursue education 

and careers in aviation-

related fields. 

Did you know that 

LAX is the 5th 

busiest airport in 

the world with 

over 58 million 

passengers and 

over 600,000 land-

ings and take-offs 

per year? 


